WANDERERS  AND WAR  CORRESPONDENTS

pletely, yet less ostentatiously, devoted to each other
than Sir Richard and Lady Burton. Her eyes seemed
always to follow him with looks of the most tender
watchfulness and sympathy. It was easy to under-
stand that under the constant influence of such a com-
panionship the manners of a man so really great at heart
would have lost their roughness and arrogance and soft-
ened and sweetened gradually into affinity with that
soft, sweet, yet strong womanly nature. For awhile it
used to amuse and amaze me to hear Burton, when
invited to lay down the law on some subject of Eastern
interest, quietly and modestly declare that on that par-
ticular question some other man of Eastern experience
was probably a better authority than he, and that the
other man, if appealed to, would be sure to give a judg-
ment about which there could be no dispute. Could
this really be the Richard Burton of the old days in the
Fleet Street club? What likelihood had there seemed
then of Burton's admitting that anybody could be better
qualified than he to give an opinion on any and every
Eastern subject ? Another contrast of peculiarities in
the former Richard Burton and the latter. It was not
always easy to get the former to give his opinion or his
advice on any Oriental question to one who, like myself,
for instance, was little better than a mere ignoramus on
such matters. Burton's manner always seemed to say,
even if his words did not, ' Well, now, you know, you
really are so little acquainted with these subjects that
it would be no use my throwing away my experience in
trying to instruct you. Go and spend a year or two of
rough travel in this or that Asiatic or African region,
and then it might be worth my while to put you in the
way of forming sound opinions about that particular
country and its ways and its people.' The latter Rich-
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